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Poultry; Marnzws, No, 18, Strand; and at No. 3 © 
oppoſite Bentinck Chapel, Paddington: 


Reverend Sir. 


I BEG Leave to engage your At- 
tention a few Moments—1 will not 
detain you longer than the Impor- 
tance of the . will DO” 7 


On the 16th of Ofober, a Letter 
ſigned VIN D E X, dated from 
Oxford, appeared in the St. James 8 
Chronicle. The Writer has been 
pleaſed to treat my Reputation with 
an unreſerved Freedom, and to 
charge me in direct Terms with N 
IGNORANCE and METHODISM. 
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It is my Deſign to prove that the 


Charge is founded in Miſtake. And 
I entreat you, Sir, to believe me 
when I ſay, that I have no Reſent- 
ments to be gratified by this Reply: 

on the contrary I feel myſelf under 
an unintentional Obligation to my 


| Opponent: for he has not only, by 


concealing his Name, afforded me 
the Pleaſure of appealing to a Gen- 
tleman of Learning and Candor, but 
he has alſo done a moſt eſſential 
Service - to. 'that very f Reputation | 
which his Letter was formed to in- 
jure: ſinge it appears; that after the 
melt induſtrious Enquiry into my 


Life and Converſation, he could 


reproach me with Nothing but: Ig- 


norance andi Methodiſm; and there- 


oe. 1 . Letter remove the Im- 


N 7 Y putation 9 


E & 


putation, it will leave niy CharaQer 
pure and perfect. But I am con- 
ſcious of too many Frailties to lay 
claim to ſuch honorable Diſtinction. 
am indeed in the ardent Purſuit of 
a well regulated Mind; but I have: 


not attamed to it tho for the So- 


vereignty of my own Heart, I would 
reject | the Scepter of * Do- 
minion. 


1s not Complain, Six, as having 
ſuffered an unprecedented this 


know that this World is ths Habi- 
tation of ENVY ; that the Multitude 


of Mankind are under its malignant 
Influence; and that he, who is in 
the Poſſeſſion or Purſuit of any Ex- 
cellence; i is beheld with a prejudiced 
Ts : has Courage 1 is Temerity; his 


Pat- 
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Patriotiſm, Faction; his Learning, 
Pedantry; and his Piety, Enthuſiaſm: 
in a word, his Virtues are Vices ; 
and his Infirmities are Crimes. One 
Inſtance of Impropriety in Conduct 
is ſufficient to awaken the Powers of 
Detraction and to ſtain the unſullied: 
Purity of a long and uſeful Life: 
and it is truly aſtoniſhing how chear- 
fully ſome Men will blow up the: 
Flame of Contention, circulate the 
Whiſpers, of Reproach, or give to 
Trifles, light as Air, the n of 
ſerious Facts. | 


In younger Life we are alarmed 
and diſtreſt at ſuch Uſage; but a 
more enlarged View of Men and 
Things moderates our Solicitude : 


and we at length learn that it is 
Wiſdom 


BE: 

| Wiſdom to diſmis our Fears, and to 
move with an undiſturbed Serenity 
down the Current of Life ; declin- 
ing with decent Reſpect the Applauſe 
of the Virtuous, pitying and forgiv- 
ing the Malevolence of the Wicked, 
and patiently referring the Deciſion 


of every Controverſy to the Tribu- 
nal of ETERNAL TRUTH. 


Defamation indeed ſeems to be 
inſeparable from this State of Frailty 
and Sin: Moe unto you, ſaith Chriſt, 
of whom all Men ſpeak well ;” Woe 
unto you who are ſo undecided in 
Character, ſo Proteus like in Mind, 
' that you can accommodate your 
Manners to every Complexion of 
Men. Ye are of the World, or the 
World would hate you, for if. they 

pre- 
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preſumed to ſay to the Maſter, * thou 
haſt a Devil” what may not, what 


muſt not, the Diſciples expect? In 


Fact, the Oppoſition of Vice to 
Virtue, and Infidelity to Religion 


is ſo conformable to the Nature of 


Things, that it is an Argument of 
Inexperience to be ſurprized at it; 
and the only unpleaſant Circum- 
ſtance is, when thoſe, who are in the 
Habit of Friendſhip to the ſame 
Cauſe, give a precipitate Belief to 


the Calumny and Falſhood of the 
Adverſary. 


J hope no one will do me the 
Injuſtice to think, that J am now 
ſoliciting the Favor and Applauſe of 
the World. To reduce indeed thoſe 
who are in Oppoſition to my Senti- 

ments 


— 


E 
ments to a Dilemma, to compel 


them to withdraw the Imputatiort 
of Methodiſm from the Syſtem of 


Faith hereafter ſtated, or to ac- 


knowledge that Ignorance and Me- 
thodiſm are not affociated by their 
Nature, is an Object of the firft 
Magnitude ; and I am free to con- 
feſs that the Accompliſhment « of the 
Object will add to the Satisfactions 
of my Mind. But as to Praiſe ot 
Preferment, 1 neither merit nor ex- 
pet it; my Ambition is fatisfied 
in the Glory of the Croſs ; a Glory, 
Reverend Sir, of which few will 


wy IO Enjoymen . 


The Letter ſigned VINDEX 
comprehends a twofold Deſign—to | 
exonerate the Univerſities from the 

28 3 Weight 
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Weight of Cenſure, in Mr. Knox's 
Effay ; and to reproach me with Me- 
thodiſm and Ignorance. I acknow- 
ledge the Truth and Juſtice of that 
Poſition which abſolves the Univer- 
ſities from the Charge of Corruption, 
and which aſcribes the Depravity 
of our youth to inferior Seminaries: 
but 1 want Evidence to convince 
me that private Academies are the 
Cauſe of moral Diſſipation at Oxford 
and Cambridge. I am diſpoſed to 
think that the Seeds of Iniquity take 
Root and Bloſſom in our great pub- 
lic Schools, Eaton, Meſtminſter, Win- 
cheſter, &c. and being tranſplanted 
into Regions of {till leſs Reftraint, 
they bring forth Fruit abundantly, 
« ſome an hundred, and ſome a 
_ thouſand fold. But it is a ſerious 
| Con- 


En) 


Conſideration, Sir, that it is a Fruit 


not unto Life and Honor, but unto 
Death and Deftruftion.” | 


Whether: ** Evils, of which F 


Mr. Knox complains, have an Ex- 
iſterice at Oxford I. cannot deter- 
mine, but, fince I am on the Subject, 
I beg leave to aſſure that Gentleman, 
that the very Reverſe of the Practice 
obtains at Cambridge; at leaſt it did, 
when 1 had the Honor and Hap- 


pineſs of reſiding in that great and 
glorious Eſtabliſhment. It is true 
there are, (and always will be) young 


Men of independent Fortunes and 


| diſhpated Morals, whom no Example 


can animate, no Authority influence, 
and whoſe ſapreme Delight is to 


| _— the Good, and to make the 


B 2 Bad 
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Bad abandoned. But was it fair to 
draw the Picture from“ Miſdom's 
Sorrow” inſtead of the real Scholar? 
Was it candid to overleok the 
trueſt Ornaments of the. Univerſity, 
and to contemplate only its Defor- 
mities? But admitting that Matters 
are exactly as ſtated in the Eſſay, I 
muſt fill condemn the Severity of 
his Cenſure. A private Remon- 
ſtrance, written in Terms of becom 
ing Reſpect, would have done him 
Honor: but an Attackſo open, wants 
a Name. It ſeems, indeed, to be 
the Language of Diſappointment, and 
to exhibit the Man rather in his 
Feelings Gan his ant 


72 


I am no 18 . at Mr. 


Knoxs precipitate Cenfure of Meta- 
2 : 


I our Attention from ſome of the moſi 


(3 ) 


phyſics: and I deſire to aſk this 
Gentleman how he can ſtrictly and 
properly demonſtrate any Propoſi- 
tion that relates to the Being of 


tures—the Nature of our Souls 
the Truths of natural Religion, &c. 
Ke. but by Metaphyſics? - If he 
deny us the Aſſiſtance of Metaphy- 
cab At gument, We malt withdraw 


clegant, moſt uſeful; Diſquifitions in 
the Theory of Science. But not- 
withſtanding the Levity of a fri- 
volous Age, I truſt that real Know- 
ledge will be ſafe by its Solidity ; 
and that the Ponderous Erudition 
of Ariſtotle will be had in Reverence, 
when the fugitive Trifles of a Mo- 
dern Eſſay, like Gallic Balloons, 


will 


(86-3 
will mount by their Li ghtneſs and 
be loſt in the Regions of Oblivion. 


A Reformation in our higher 
schools is now become neceſſary to 
their very Being. The public Voice 
is loud in their Condemnation. Pa- 
rents are alarmed. And thoſe; who 
are ſo unpoliſhed in their Opinions; 
and ſo unfaſhionable in their Prac- 
' tice, as to make the Moral Intereſts 
of their Sons an Object of Attention; 
have removed them from an Atmos 
phere that ſhed fo malignant an In- 
fluence on their Hearts. It is a 
Queſtion 1 in Controverſy if any Ad- 
vantages can ariſe from a public 
Education adequate to the Probabi- 
lities of Seduction and Ruin? It is 
not in my Power to determine the 

Diſpute. 


K 


Diſpute. I think it is uſeful to place 

I ſome Boys in a numerous School to 
rouze the Torpor of their Being by 
Emulation: whilſt others are ſafer in 


Solitude and Silence. But perhaps 


the Medium is the moſt eligible: 


and ten or twelve young Men of 
equal Rank and Fortune may enjoy 
all the Advantages of both Syſtems 
in the fulleſt Perfection. They will 
be ſecured by their Equality, from 
the Dominion of thoſe oppoſite 
Tempers which diſgrace a larger 
Seminary the aſſuming and haughty 
Superiority of Rank, and the abject 
Adulation and baſe Compliances of 
inferior Life. At the ſame Time that 
the moral Habitudes of the Mind 
may be eafily ſtrengthened or cor- 
rected as Opportunity offers. And 


as 
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as to a Spirit of Emulation; it will 
burn with a brighter and ſtronger 
Flame in a Band of generous Youth, 


than in the promiſcuous Multitude 4 
of a public School. | 


If, therefore, liberal yet ſevere | 
Diſcipline be not maintained at 
Eaton , Weſtminſter, Wincheſter, Kc. 
if Truth and juſtice, Religion and 
Piety be not eftabliſhed amongſt 
them, we muſt look for the entire 
Deſertion of thoſe famous Semi- 
naries : more eſpecially as the Public 

are now become ſenſible to the Im- 
| portance of Oratory, and the Cul- 
tivation of the Engliſn Language; to 
both which invaluable Branches of 
polite Inſtruction they. deny Admit- 
tance; and with all the faſtidious Per- 
tinacity 


(17) 


tinacityof Pedants adhereto Formulas, 


which: a Revolution of Manners 
have rendered abſurd. 


I now proceed, Sir, to that-Part of 
Vindex's Letter in which I am perſon- 


ally concerned. The Poſition which 


demands my preſent attention is, That 
J am defective in the learned Langua- 


ges, and groſsly Ignorant. In Com- 
pariſon with the vaſt and unexplored 


Regions before me, my Acquiſitions 
in Science are few indeed ! I feel and 
lament the limited Powers of my 
Soul. Till it receives new Energies 
in another and a better World its 
vaſt Deſires muſt be denied. But I 


wiſh to be underſtood that I reſtrict 


the Conceſſion of Ignorance to what 
is yet unknown: J am by no Means 
C diſpoſed 


(18) 

diſpoſed to make it from an Eſtimate 
of Ability with Vindex, or any of 
thoſe GREAT MEN alluded to in 
his Letter. In Support of Repu- 
tation and Truth, I will deny their 
- Superiority: and if I could deſcend 
ſo low as to ſtain my Page with illi- 
beral Speech, I would even give the 
LIE direct to his Aſſertion. But 
how can the Point in Diſpute be 
decided? In Queſtions of Wealth 
or Innocence, authentic Documents 
may be procured with Eaſe ; and the 
Fact aſcertained beyond the Poſſibi- 
lity of Miſtake: but in a Queſtion 
of mental Excellence the Difficulties 
are numerous. If the Deciſion be 
left to the Man himſelf, a Fulneſs of 
Self. Efteem may greatly influence 
his Verdict: and if it be ſubmitted 

| to 
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to his Opponent, much is to be 
dreaded from the Partiality of his 
Views. To fit down, therefore, in 
patient Diſgrace, or to appeal to the 
Public, to appeal to that learned 
Body of which Vindex is a Member, f 
was my only Alternative: and I | 
entreat you, Sir, by your Regard for 
Juſtice—your Veneration for Learn- 

ing—and your Reverence for Truth, 
to grant the Requeſt of an injured 
Man. 1 aſk no Favors; Ifolicit no [ 


. Indulgence. The Defender of my 


own Honor, I want no adventitious 
Aid. The only obligation I deſire 
to be under 1s to your ' official 
Civilities; and my Acknowledg- 


ments ſhall be perpetual. The Step 
by which you will oblige: me is this 


C 2 of 
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of this Letter to the Heads of Houſes 
—inform them of the Injury I have 
received—and make known my De- 
fire of meeting my Adverſary, or any 
other Member, on claſſical Ground. 
The Language, Time, and Place, I 
leave to my Opponent's Choice : 
provided only that Greek be one of 
the Languages—that the Subject be 
previouſly conceated from both 
Parties—and that the Compoſition 
be on the Spot, with no Aid from 
Lexicons, Grammars, or any other 
Book whatever. 


I think, Sir, that this Invitation 
(I will not call it a Challenge) is fair 
and unfettered. No real Scholar 
can have any Reaſon for declining 
the Conteſt, I am not ſo mean as 
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to be deſpiſed, nor ſo formidable as 
to be feared. If however the Con- 
teſt be declined, a candid Public 
will grant me all the Advantages of 


* 


Were I Aifpoſed to make any Ex- 


ception to the above general Ad- 


dreſs, Mr. Huntingford ſhould be 
the Man. I conſider him as an Or⸗ 
nament to the Univerſity; as an 
Honor to his Country. I chearfully 
join my Voice with that of the ad- 
miring Multitude; and wiſh him 
Length of Days to enjoy his well 
deſerved Applauſe. I will, never- 
theleſs, uſe the Freedom of Criticiſm 
and ſay, that he has not yet reached 
the ne plus ultra of Perfection. His 
Odes are of unrivalled Excellence 

con- 
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conſidered as modern Productions: 
but yet, if my Eye and Ear be claſ- 
lical, they are chiefly Engliſh Idiom 
in Grecian Dreſs. I ſought, with 
little ſucceſs, for the chaſte Beauties 
and elegant Simplicity of the Attic 


Muſe. And yet, if he were leſs in 


the Practice of numerous Compoſi- 


tion till he be perfectly Maſter of a 


Grecian Style, (a Work of infinite 
Labor) the Republic of Letters might 
expect in Huntingford, a ſecond 
Anacreon. ie 


What I have hitherto advanced 
18 Matter of ſmall Moment: what 
follows is of unſpeakable Impor- 
tance, Whether I, or any other Man, 
can write Greek in the poliſhed Pe- 


riods of Locrates ; or ſweep with a 
Maſter” 8 


2.7 
Maſter's Hand the Zolian Lyre; 
is an Enquiry of idle Curioſity 
when contraſted with, WHAT 
MUST I DO TO INHERIT 
ETERNAL LIFE? On a Subje& 
ſo mutually, and ſo deeply intereſt- 
ing, I hope I ſhall be permitted to 
enter, in full Poſſeſſion of your Can- 
dor. I might indeed be well ex- 
cuſed from replying to the Charge 


| E Methodiſm, till T am told what it 


Of an undefined Crime no one 
oy plead either guilty or innocent. 
From unknown Premiſes, who can 
make any Inference ? Ignorant and 
illiterate are relative Terms: all the 
World knows their Meaning. But 
what is Methodiſm ? Thus I might 
interrogate my Opponent, and thus 
I might avoid a Diſcuſſion. But of 

N the 
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the Hope that is in me, Reyerend 
Sir, I am not aſhamed.” My Princi- 
ples, I truſt, will endure the Light 
of Day, and ſtand the ſevereſt Cri- 
ticiſm. If they cannot, I will re- 
nounce them. | 


FREEDOM OF SENTIMENT | 
is one of the nobleſt Privileges of 
our Nature: and I claim it as the 
Birthright of Man to exerciſe an 
unbounded Liberty in my Re- 
ſearches after Truth; to entertain 
what Ideas I may pleaſe of the 
Deity; and to follow my own Inclina- 
tions in Modes of Devotion: and I* | 
thought that Men of liberal Learn- | 
ing and expanded Minds never pre- 
ſumed to arraign the religious | 
Tenets of Mankind, and that to 

pf ha 


( 
fligmatize by a Name, what cannot 
be combated by Argument, was a 
moſt degrading Subterfuge. 


We enter on this wonderful Scene, 
with unoccupied Minds. Antece- 
dent to Reaſon and Obſervation, we 
have fewer Ideas than Brutes. The 
Deity, it is true, is before us, in his 
Works. But thoſe Evidences of his 
Being will affect our Hearts in un- 
equal Degrees. With ſome they will 


have no Influence ; with others they 


will have all the weight of Demon- 
ſtration. But ſtill more diverſified 
in their Effects are the Evidences of 
revealed Religion. The natural Ca- 
pacities of the Soul.—the Habitudes 
of the Mind—Education—Example, 


and a Combination of other Cauſes 


4 AW will 
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will have their ſeperate Influence, 
and contribute their Share to the 
Formation of * * And in my 
Mind, it is Proof blind Attachment, 
of ſinful Preſumption, in poor Mor- 
tality to aſſume the Office of reli- 
glous Dictator: ſince no Man can 


make good a Claim to Infallibility. 
We have Permiſſion, and indeed it 


is our Duty, to uſe every Kind ef- 
fort to Conviction, when we think 
we ſee a Fellow Creature in the Be- 
lief of Principles unfavorable to the 
Happineſs of Society, or unfriendly 
to his own eternal Intereſts. But 
the Mode of Converhon ſhould be 
manly, liberal, and decent: ſhew 
him where his Sentiments ate in 
Contradiction to Reaſon and Reve- 
lation; and preſs him with the pre- 3 
ſent 
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ſent and future Conſequences of his 
Errors. If he continue deaf to Re- 
monſtrance and unmoved by Argu- 
ment, leave him-—to the tender 


Mercies of God. 


But tho' I am, and ever will be, 
free and independent in Sentiment, 
yet I rejoice when I diſcover a Coin- 
cidence of Opinion with great and 
able Men. Thus I am both com- 
forted and ſtrengthened by the Con- 
ſideration, that the holy Compilers 
of our Church Articles thought as I 
'think: and that by a Reference to 
them, my Creed may be known. 
But fince the Language of thoſe Ar- 

ticles is held by many to be of pro- 
blematical Authority, admitting great 
Latitude of Interpretation, and af- 
Da fording 


, 
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fording Argument to Men of oppo· 
ſite Notions, I think it expedient to 
ſtate, in my own Terms, the Syſtem 
of Faith I eſpouſe. Taking Leave 
to premiſe, that if any of your 
learned Body do me the Honor of 
controverting my Poſitions, that 1 
ſhall hope to meet in them, what 
they will find in me—candid Argu- 
ment, and a Breaſt open to Convic- 
tion, The ſubſequent Creed has, 
in the Light J at preſent view it, all 
the Dignity and Evidence of eternal 
Truth. But perhaps, in another 
Point of Proſpect, I might perceive 
its Futility : and moſt aſſuredly will 
I receive that Man into my warmeſt 
Friendſhips, who will ſhew the Fab 
lacy of any of its Articles. But till 
this be done, I will bind them to 


629) 


my Heart, eſtimate them dearer 
than my vital Breath, and repeat 
them (if God permit) in the Flames 
of Mar tyrdom. 


— * Y wid 
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ROST T TOA 

I. (a2) The Book, called the HOLY 

SCRIPTURES, was written by the Inſpi- 
ration of the Spirit of God. 


II. (6) Our common Anceſtor Adam was 
created with all the Powers of his Mind in 
holy Perfection. | 

1 = III. He 


(a) As the Confidence of many in holy Scripture has 
been ſhaken by the diſingenuous Inſinuations of Mr. Gib- 
bons, I earneſtly refer ſuch to a moſt maſterly Reply by the 
Rev. Mr. Joſeph Milner, of Hull. . 


(2) I could quote an endleſs Number of Paſlages from di- 


vine Revelation to corroborate the ſeveral Articles of this 


Creed; and ſhew that human Reaſon makes as reſpectablo 
@ Figure in it's Defence, as when it appears in Oppoſition : 
notwithſtanding the Opinion of an eminent Man* that re- 
vealed Truths are not a Subject of rational Animadverſion. 
But I reſerve myſelf for a more elaborate, Reply; as ſame 
Gentleman may think proper to attempt a Confutation, 


Sou Jenvus, Eſq; 
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II. Adam was the federal Repreſenta- 
tive of all the human Kind. 


IV. Adam forfeited, by Diſobedience, the 
Friend ſhip of God, deſtroyed the Innocence 
and Harmony of his Nature, and involved 
his Poſterity in all the — of his 
Guilt. 


V. The Holineſs and Dignity of the 
divine Perfections demanded Satisfaction. 


VI. Man was unable to make Satisfaction 


VII. The infinite Wiſdom of God dif. 
covered, and his tender Mercies admitted, 
a vicarious Sacrifice, 4 


VII. CHRIST JESUS was that very 
Sacrifice, Oblation or Satisfaction, far the 
Sins of the believing World. 


IX. CHRIST JESUS the Son, in 
Relation to the Godhead, is coeſſential in 
Nature, coeternal in Dignity, and coequal 
in Duration, with the Father.“ 


* See Doctor Clarke on the Attibutes, 77 5 55 


ta- 
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X. ByF aith in the conſummate Obedience 
and meritorious Sufferings of Chriſt, evi- 
denced by a Life of correſpondent Purity 
and Holinefs, Man is reſtored to the Favor 
of God, and becomes an Heir of immortal 
Happineſs. 


XI. It 1s incumbent on thoſe, who reject 


Salvation thro' Chriſt, to make good their 


Pretenſions to eternal Life, by a perfect 
Obedience to the written Law. 


XII. The inward Propenſities of Man; 
in Combination with ab extra Influence, 
will render Juſtification a Work of ſuch 
difficult Accompliſhment, that no one of 
ſober Thought will attempt it. 


XIII. No Man in a State of Nature, 1 
mean unaſſiſted by the Spirit of God, can 
have a ſaving Faith in Chriſt. 


XIV. To the free Grace and Favor 
of the Supreme Being, uninfluenced by 
antecedent Lovelineſs, every Chriſtian is 


"indebted for Salvation. 
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XV. If 


(32) 
XV. If the Queſtion remain in Con- 
troverſy for ever, whether the Bleſſed be 
ſaved conditionally, or unconditionally, 
thus much is manifeſt, that Sinners are con- 
demned becauſe they chooſe Darkneſs be- 


fore Light, and will not have the Man 
(Chriſt) © to reign over them.” 


XVI. He who akts in Conformity to. the 
Volitions of his Mind, is accountable for 
his Conduct. 


XVII. The Book of God ſpeaks in a 
Strain of tender Compaſſion to our fallen 
Nature, warns us of the Danger to which 
our Paſſions hurry us, and invites us to lay 
hold of proffered Salvation. 


XVIII. It is the Wiſdom of * to 
liſten to the Vice of Mercy, to make early 

Application to a Throne of Grace: and 0 
be diligent in the Uſe of appointed Means. 


XIX. To be devoted to the tranſitory. 
Satisfactions of Senſe, and to be unaffected 


by 


(33) 
by Objects of eternal Conſequence, i is to 
degrade the moral excellency of an intelli- 
gent Being, and to renounce all Pretenſions 
to REASON, AND RELIGION, AND 
ibaa L L. : 


XX. Renovation of Heart lon 2 
Chriſtian: not external Conformity to a 
Scheme of Devotion. 


XXI. Renovation of Heart is evidenced 


by outward Innocence of Life, and by an 
inward Teſtimony of God's Spirit. | 


XXII. Renovation of Heart is not con- 
trary to Reaſon, but above it, 


XXIII. we are by Nature deſtitute of 
the Perceptions n to Chriſtian Ex- 
perience. 


XXIV. By no FRY of LY AF. 


einen, no Combination of the preſent 


E N. 
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Materials of Thought, can Men « ever attain 
to thoſe divine Senſations. 


XXV. Chriſtian Experience will ſeem to 
be the Sum of Abſurdities, till we receive 
a new 22 Senſe, a Principle of Grace 
from above; and then the Fvoliſingſ of 
the Croſs will * to be the Wi/dom of 
God. 


XXVI The Experience which is con- 
formable to Scripture is not Enthuſiaſm. 


xXVI In my Eſtimation of Things, a 
Cultivated Mind is the Glory of our Nature. 
GREEK and LATIN are an honorable 
Appendage to a Man of Faſhion, and in- 
diſpenſably requiſite in the accompliſhed 
Phyſician, Lawyer, and Divine: but at the 
ſame Time I confeſs that a Man, who 'can- 
not even ſpell his own Name, may have · a 
ſaving View of the Freedom, Fitneſs and 
Efficacy” of the” excellent, tranſcendently 


excellent, Plan of human Redemption, may 
| be 


( 99 ) 


be a Partaker of all the Bleſſings of Faith 
in God's ſuffering Son, and be made meets 
by the Spirit, for the Inheritance of the 
Saints in Glory. 


XXVIIL Every Variety of Men hath it's 
Diſtinctions. Obſtinacy and oſtentatious 
Vanity diſtinguiſh the Pedant : Modeſty and 
liberal Enlargement of Mind, the real 
Scholar. Pride and bitter Invective point 
out the ſelf-applauding Phariſee : Humility, 
Meekneſs, and Moderation, wy. TRUE 
CHRISTIAN. 


It is Time, Sir, that I ſhould 
make my Acknowledgements to 
your Patience, and take my Leave. 
My Sentiments are now before the 
Pablic. Nor ſhall I bluſh to call 
them mine, 'till Reaſon and Reve- 
lation demonſtrate their Abſurdity. 
If I err, I have a Claim to the Hu- 
E 2 manity 
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manity of thoſe, who are better in- 
formed—let them inſtruct me. If 
my Opinions be founded in Truth, 
give them Admiſſion to the Heart— 
it will be perilous to reje& them. 
Some Good, at all Events, muſt a- 
riſe from the Conteſt : the Improve- 
ment of our Candor and Moderation 
will be the Conſequence of an equal 
Defence; and Conviction of Error 
reſult from ſuperior Evidence, I 
am not to be underſtood as ſpeaking 
of all Deſcriptions. To Minds 
' preoccupied by Syſtem, and indiſ- 
poſed to the Reception of religious 
Truth, every Species of Proof 1s of- 
fered IN VAIN. I utterly deſpair 
of their Conviction. With ſuch, 
Aſperity of Cenſure is able Argu- 
ment, cenfident Aſſertion the beſt. 
Demon- 
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Demonſtration, and the Cry of 
METHODISM ! decifive Victory. 
But by Men, to whom TRUTH is 
ineſtimably. dear, I may hope to be 
favored with a generous Intercourſe 
of Idea, ennobled by the Determi- 
nation of renouncing Error, tho 
protected by eſtabliſhed Cuſtom; and 
of embracing Truth, tho' oppoſed 
by habitual Prejudice. 


In fine, Sir, if Vindex, from a Re- 
view of this Letter, can find Nothing 
in Evidence of his Aſſertion that I 
am an Ignorant Methodiſt, an Aſ- 
ſertion obviouſly deſigned to effect 
my Ruin ; the World will allow me 
Leave to change the 'Term Igno- 
rance into Impudence, and Metho- 
diſm into Malevolence, and with a 

Retort 
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Retort courteous, 13 them full in 
his Face. But this would be to loſe 
Sight of the true Dignity of my Pro- 


feſſion. My Adverſary has my For- 
giveneſs and my Prayers. 


I have the Honor to be, Sir, with 
every Sentiment of Reſpect and 
Regard, | 


Your very obedient, and 
very humble Servant, 


PHILIP WITHERS. 


Paddington, 
October 28, 1783. 


( 39 ) 


Poſt Imp. I did not ſee the St. 
James's Chronicle 'till the 25th. My 
Reply of Courſe was compoſed in ſo 
much Haſte, that I became appre- 
henſive of Inaccuracy. But upon a 
eral of it ſince it came 
from Preſs, I am ſatisfied that I 
have not been once diverted from 
CANDOR AND TRUTH: if a 
Shade of Severity be any where 
viſible, it is when I am ſpeaking of 
Mr. Knox. It is not my Deſign to 
offend that Gentleman, and I en- 


treat him to. admit this Apology, 
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The follrwing Opinio 
is copied verbatim 


December, 1783. 5 2 


|= A Letter to the Rey. SAMUEL. Dexnis, D . 
= Vice-Chancellor of Oxford, in Reply to a Letter, ſigned 
VinDEX, in the St. James's Chronicle of the 16th of 
October, 1783. By the Rev. PIII Withers, D. D. 
Cogn to Lady Dowager Hereford, 8vo. 15, Dodſley. | 


\Vinvex, in the paper-above bove referred to, in endeavours, , 
ing to rinnen our univerſities againſt Mr. Knox, at the 2 
ce of the private eue threw-out ſome very ſevere | 
5 ections on the latter, as being often under the direction 
of ignorant perſons, who * themſelves on the —_ s a 
as. ble ſchoolmaſters, apd fill theuniverſities: Kick boy 
5 Thy diſgrace thoſe 6 5 ſeminaries.“ With ſuch ſchools, oh 
he ſays, the villages about London ſwarm 3 and he inſtances ©; 
one, which he more than inſiguates, iskept by a poor il- : 
literate Methodiſt.” Dr, Withers, apprehending this ſtroke .. FE: 
| to be levelled at himſelf, makes this appeal to Dr. Dennis . 
** in order to repel this attack: and met efeftually, indeed "3 
has he removed the impy utation of ignora Ec. We 
have not lately peruſed a better written per — ences The 
language is ſpirited and tioraiies the ſentiments are candid, 


liberal, and modeſtly ad anged; and the W hole beſpeaks 
the writer a Gentleman * Scholar. 


* 
i With reſpe to the ot Se Sil to the au- F 
1 * thor” s religious principle he ve ry property inſwers it by 4 
1 giving us his creed; a creed of which d . chriſtian” 5 
_ - needs be aſhamed ; and og he articles of which 1 
N apprehend, will Gd it very di fficult to fix the charge 
methodiſm :—but as Dr. W. Tays, "What is methods my 1 + 


On the whole 7 imagine that every candid wag 
this little tract, re ard the paper E nr b 1 
ſo far as it affe Nr. ners, as à 
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